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ADOPTION APPLICATION

The following questions are not intended to be nosy or bothersome. We simply wish to assist you in finding the right puppy for you and your family...a puppy that will become a family member for 10-15 years. Your answers will help us decide if one of our puppies would be a good match for your family. We will be able to help you decide is one litter is better suited to your needs over another. There are no right and wrong answers. Just answer all of the question honestly. Any answers you may feel are wrong and you may be inclined to edit to make us happy do not truly help you. The answers to these questions also provide us with us with clues as to what information you may need when it comes to aussies. Some methods of training and corrections that work well with other breeds may not work so well with this breed. The more honest you are with us, the more information we can provide to you. The more information we have the easier it will be to provide you with the best matching puppy. As breeders we have a life long commitment to each puppy we breed. We want to make sure they are placed in the best home possible. 

Contact Info

tc \l1 "Contact InfoName:_________________________________________________________________________________

Address : ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone#:_______________________________________________________________________________

tc \l2 "What you want(
tc \l2 "What you want
When are you interested in getting a puppy? Now, 3 months, 6 months, 1 year, longer etc.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Are you interested in a puppy or a young adult? Why?

______________________________________________________________________________________

Do you want(
Show/Breed Quality      Pet Quality      Don't Care     

Do you have a preference for color and/or gender for your puppy?   Please list by number in order of preference only those colours or genders you would be willing to own. 

Male_____     Female_____     No Preference_____

Black _____     Red _____    Blue merle_____    Red merle_____    no preference_____

 If so, how important is that to you?_________________________________________________________

If colour and gender are extremely important to you, it is sometimes a long wait for what you want especially if you’re looking for a merle.  If you were willing to co-own a show/breed quality puppy with us and allow us to show the dog and then breed the dog, you may be able to get a certain colour/gender sooner. This is especially true with merles. Merles are born less often than tri colours and if they are show/breed quality we often keep them for ourselves to add to our program.  

Would you be willing to co-own a show quality dog with the breeder?____________________________

Would you be willing to show a dog if a show quality puppy is available?________________________ 


Would you be willing to have your dog shown by someone else? _______________________________


Describe the temperament you're looking for in your dog. Please include activity level

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Describe your "PERFECT" dog:____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

List any goals that you have for this puppy?__________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

As a breeder, I spend several weeks watching the pups and learning about their temperaments. Are you willing to allow me to assist you in choosing a puppy based on the above answers?________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

What present and future plans do you have for your aussie? (Check all that apply) 


Flyball 
 Swimming     Tracking    Basic Obedience    Herding    Breeding    Therapy Dog    Frisbee 


Hiking 
Agility 
Conformation other_____________________________________________________

If you are interested in a pet quality companion puppy, I will require it to be spayed/neutered by 8 months of age. Is this acceptable to you? If not, why not?______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

If you are interested in a show quality companion puppy without a co-own, it will be priced slightly higher. I will also require it to be spayed/neutered by 8 months of age. Is this acceptable to you? If not, why not? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

If you are interested in a show/breed quality puppy sold with breeding rights, there are a lot more rules and stipulations involved. I require that he/she be at least 2 years of age, with minimum eye and hip clearances before being bred, AND that any potential mate be at least 2 years of age with eye and hip clearances. Additionally, I require that you and the dog be active in some sort of competition...conformation, agility, obedience, herding, etc. All breeding dogs are sold as co-owns and there is no guarantee that at 2 years old it will indeed be show/breed quality. It may have to be altered after all. If it does make it to show/breed quality I must agree on a mate.  Is this acceptable to you? If not, why not? __________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

In the event that we would not have a puppy available for you from our next litter, would you be interested in being referred to another breeder who may have a puppy available?______________________________ 



In the event that we would not have a puppy available for you from the next litter, would you be interested in being referred to another breeder or rescue organization which may have an older puppy or adult dog available? ____________________________________________________________________________

In the event that the type of puppy you are looking for is unavailable at this time from us or in Ontario, would you be willing to look at puppies out of the province or the country. ________________________


Do you plan to breed now or in the future?  Yes     No ________________________________________

Personal Info

List all (human) household members by name and age( aprox age is alright) :  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

What is your profession?_____________________________________________

Partners Profession ?________________________________________________

Do you( (please circle what applies to your family)

Own or Rent

House        Apartment/condo           Farm/ranch           Other

Do you have a yard?   YES   NO      Is your yard fenced?   YES   NO

How large a section is fenced?____________________________________________________

If you have a yard which is not fenced, how do you plan to safely confine your dog?__________

______________________________________________________________________________


Will there be any babies or small children added to your household within the next several years ? 


_____________________________________________________________________________

Of your family members, who is in favor of getting a Mini Aussie puppy and why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Of your family members, who is NOT in favor of getting a Mini Aussie puppy and why?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Do you or a family member have allergies to dogs?

_______________________________________________________________________________

List frequent visitors (such as joint custody children, neighbors, and relatives) and their approximate ages:  


______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Does a member of your household or a frequent visitor have any disabilities that would affect his/her interaction with a dog? If so, please explain. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your non-pet related hobbies?______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

What dog related activities and/or clubs are you actively involved in?.______________________________


Please list any other pets/animals currently living at your home. __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________


Please list by name, age, sex and breed your current dogs and whether they are fixed or not. Why(not) ______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________


Describe 3 things you like the most about each one of your dogs and what you would change about each one if you could. 
_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Do you own large animals or livestock? _____________________________________________________


List the type of animal(s) you have owned in the past and please describe why your pet is no longer with you. If a dog, please include type of breed.___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Training(
tc \l3 "Training
tc \l2 "
tc \l2 "Are you willing to obtain and use a crate with this puppy?   YES    NO

tc \l2 "Are you willing to obtain and use a crate with this puppy?   YES    NOIf not, why not__________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Do you plan to go through obedience class with your puppy  YES  NO

tc \l2 "Do you plan to go through obedience class with your puppy  YES  NOIf not, why not? _________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Are you aware that socialization is critical to the proper mental development of this breed? Explain how you plan to socialize your puppy.________________________________________________________

tc \l2 "Are you aware that socialization is critical to the proper mental development of this breed? Explain how you plan to socialize your puppy.___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

How will you handle the inevitable potty accidents and other mistakes a puppy makes?

___________________________________________________________________________________

tc \l2 "How would you handle the following situations?  


- Puppy biting or nipping? ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________



- Puppy chasing inappropriately? 
________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________


- Puppy chewing inappropriately?__________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

- Puppy barking inappropriately? 
_________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

- Puppy digging inappropriately? 
_________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

How would you discipline a bad puppy? _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________



How would you reward good behavior? ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

tc \l2 "Is it every permissible for a dog to bite another dog?  Please Explain. ______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

tc \l2 "Is it every permissible for a dog to bite a person?  Please Explain _________________________________

tc \l2 "Is it every permissible for a dog to bite a person?  Please Explain _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


tc \l2 "______________________________________________________________________________________

tc \l2 "Are you familiar with animal training methods using Operant Conditioning other wise known as clicker training?______________________________________________________________________________

tc \l2 "Are you familiar with animal training methods using Operant Conditioning other wise known as clicker training?______________________________________________________________________________
tc \l2 "
tc \l2 "Questions(
tc \l2 "Questions
Why do you want an aussie? ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you really want a puppy?

tc \l2 "Do you really want a puppy?
Are you aware that the first six to eight months of a puppy's life is a time to grow like a weed, try everything new, make tons of mistakes, and learn how to learn?  It is difficult for puppies during the first few weeks.  They have been taken away from their mother and littermates.  Will having an adorable little fuzz ball make up for the fact that you haven't gotten a full nights sleep for the first two to three weeks since you got your pup?  One of the best ways to potty train is to keep the puppy in a small crate at night near your bed.  When the puppy wakes up in the middle of the night - you put on your bathrobe and slippers, take the puppy out on a leash in the rain / snow, and in a high and cheerful voice say "Good Puppy - Go Potty!".  Do you really want a puppy?  For a puppy, EVERYTHING is new and intriguing.  When the puppy pees on the carpet, nips you or your child on the ankle (herding instinct), sheds three rolls of toilet paper all over the house and chews up your new socks or shoes, what will you do? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

What will the puppy's primary purpose be in your home?_______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Despite our best efforts to produce puppies within the mini aussie size range, which is 14-18 inches at the shoulder, occasionally one will be a bit larger, perhaps 19-20" tall and up to 40 or 50 lbs. If you are seeking a companion puppy, would a larger maturing puppy be of interest to you?___________________________

If not what size and weight are you hoping for. If you have visited my dogs you may use them as a reference for size.________________________________________________________________________

How much time do you have to spend with your Aussie?.________________________________________

What Aussie characteristics appeal to you?.___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Are you aware that aussies and mini aussies are a double coated breed that sheds its undercoat heavily in the spring and again in the fall?_____________________________________________________________

Have you owned an aussie or mini aussie before? Do you still have this dog(s)? If not, what happened to him/her?______________________________________________________________________________

How will you exercise your dog?___________________________________________________________

Where will your puppy sleep at night?______________________________________________________

Where will your puppy spend its time during the day?_________________________________________

Where will your dog stay if you go out of town?_______________________________________________

Have you ever crate trained a puppy? _______________________________________________________


Have you ever bred dogs or other animals before? _____________________________________________


Have you ever returned a puppy to a breeder before? 
___________________________________________

Aussies can be reserved with strangers, what are your thoughts about this?. _________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________




What reading/research have you done on Aussies?. 
___________________________________________


Will your dog be primarily Outdoors or Indoors?_______________________________________________

What types of training classes have you attended with your dogs?_________________________________

Describe how many hours a day your puppy will be alone. (Include Weekdays and Weekends)? _____________________________________________________________________________________

How do you plan to confine your dog while you are gone?_______________________________________

How Many???

puppies have you raised in the house? ______________________________________________________





puppies have you potty trained? ___________________________________________________________





puppies have you purchased from a breeder? __________________________________________________





puppies have you purchased from a pet store? ________________________________________________





puppies have you purchased from a sale, swap, auction or other venue? 
____________________________

puppies/dogs have you adopted from a rescue organization? 
____________________________________

puppies/dogs have you taken to training class? 
___________________________________________



dogs have you had to put down for reasons other than "old age"? Please explain. 
_____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Are you willing to learn to groom your Aussie properly for his/her health, comfort and appearance? (We are happy to help you) ___________________________________________________________________


Are you willing to allow us to make recommendations / training suggestions, etc., based upon answers to these questions? 
YES  NO

Conclusion

tc \l2 "Conclusion
How did you learn about us as a breeder? ________________________________________________

When Will I Know ... 


If there is not a puppy in this litter that appears to be appropriate for your home in terms of temperament, performance or breeding potential, etc., then we will not sell you a puppy from this litter.  We will refund your deposit, or at your request, hold it towards a puppy from another litter.  In addition, if for any reason the buyer or seller decides not to buy or sell a puppy, the deposit will be returned to you.  Is this okay? If not explain.__________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

At around the age of 8 weeks, The puppies will have their eyes tested and the puppies will be evaluated for temperament and structure to help determine the puppy's potential as a pet for performance / breeding prospect.  Only after this test, will you be offered a specific puppy or choice of puppies.  This means that even if you have a certain color and gender you want, and there is one in the litter but I do not feel it would be the best puppy for you, I will not sell it to you. How do you feel about this? _____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

It is hard to wait when you are so excited about your pup.  We know!  BUT, doing this evaluation is important to improve Miniature Australian Shepherds as a whole.  By selecting only the best puppies as breeding prospects, minis will improve generation after generation.  Better dogs benefit the breed, pet buyers and breeders.  In addition, the evaluation will help us to find the pup that will best fit your family.  

As the breeders, we have intimate knowledge of each puppy in the litter based on 7 - 9 weeks of close observation.  As the buyer, your opportunities to observe the puppies are rather limited.  Knowing this, are you willing to wait until the pup is 8 weeks old to let us select a puppy for you (or puppies among which you may choose) who best matches your family? ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________


As breeders, we feel a life long commitment to each puppy we produce. I like to keep in contact with every puppy owner for the life of the puppy. I like to hear stories, get pictures, and if possible visit my puppies. In this way I always know that my puppies are well cared for and I can see them develop. I can learn if I have areas that need improving or if a cross was outstanding. I can offer personal information and advice because hopefully I will know some of the personal traits of your puppy. How do you feel about having to keep in contact with me for the next 10 to 15 years, or the possibility that I will call you out of the blue to check in and see how things are going?_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Regarding your deposit, first come is not necessarily first served, because it is important to us that you and your puppy are a good match.  For the benefit and promotion of the breed, we prefer show quality dogs go to show homes when available. Similarly we want higher energy performance pups to go to a very active home, preferable in flyball, agility or herding. So even if you’ve been on the waiting list a long time and you only want a family pet, and a show or performance home comes along, they tend to get a pick above a pet home. I do not like to disappoint anyone and try to lessen the odds of that happening. If a pet home and a show home are both interested in a show puppy and the pet home was interested first. I will offer you the option of becoming a show home and getting the puppy. However if you really are not interested in showing, I will sell the puppy to the show home where the puppy will hopefully excel. If you agree to be a show home, it will be in the contract. A contract not honored means we can repossess the puppy and re-home it where we feel it should be. How do you feel about this? 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any questions or concerns regarding a potential purchase from us?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Is there anything else you feel we should know about you, your family or your lifestyle and plans for the puppy?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

And last but not least. If this is an application for a potential breeding dog, please tell me in as much detail as possible WHY YOU WANT TO BREED MINI AUSSIES? ___________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WOW! ... If you made it to the end of this questionnaire, congratulations!  You really are committed!  If a prospective puppy parent cannot take the 30 minutes that it takes to complete this application, then they might want to reconsider what the first two years of their puppy's life might mean to them in regards to time and work.  That is quite an accomplishment for which you deserve to be applauded!  Although you cannot pass for fail this application, you get an A+ for effort!  :o)  Thank you for your interest, your valuable time, and for sharing so much about your home and life with us.  We look forward to getting to know you even better. Please know that all of this information, even the stuff that seems silly now, really does help me provide you with as much information and support as I can in this venture to join you with the perfect puppy for your family. 

Please feel free to email or call us. Visitors are always welcome! Please let us know if you have any questions regarding training or grooming. We are always happy to help..

If this is a request for a puppy from a certain cross or certain parent, please write parents information here

___________________________________________________________________________________

Date application was filled out__________________________________________________________

Thanks so much for bearing with me. 

I look forward to helping you find an aussie that’s just right for you

Brenda-Lee Hoskins

6541County Rd 21

Alliston Ontario

L9R 1V2

(705)-424-2423

info@hotmail.com

